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Ongoing Process 

• working group - convened January 2002 via conference call 
& meetings in Silver Spring

• Russell Report (Aug 2001) used as baseline
• Russell & addt’l options considered – pros & cons 

for each option

• supporting documentation being developed
• all options remain under consideration – possible 

package submission late 2002



NOAA Fisheries Working Group

• Headquarters (Lead)- Greg Silber & Aleria Jensen

• Northeast – Patricia Gerrior, NER & Phil Clapham, 
Northeast Fisheries Science Ctr

• Southeast- Kathy Wang, SER, & Lance Garrison, Southeast 
Fisheries Science Ctr

• NOAA GC Int’l Law- Lindy Johnson & Pat Kraniotis

• NOAA GC Fisheries - Dan Hytrek

• Contractor- Bruce Russell, J S&A Environmental Services



Strategy

• mgt measures defined by area (3 
regions) and time periods
• tightly defined geographically &

temporally 
• right whales only
• applicable to vessels > 65 ft
• partner with Coast Guard



What Vessels > 65’?

• tug & tow 
• whale watch
• small passenger (party & head 

boats) 
• F/Vs > 65’
• recreational > 65’



Management Areas

•Northeast –Maine to Cape Cod
Gulf of Maine
Off Race Point
Cape Cod Bay
Great South Channel



Management Areas
- cont’d.

•Mid- Atlantic – Rhode Island to 
Georgia

•Southeast- Georgia to Port Canaveral, 
FL



Management Measures
• Russell report

routing
Mandatory traffic lanes
ATBAs

speed restrictions
dynamic management
seasonal management

• measures- data supported to 
maximum extent possible



NEXT STEPS……



NEXT STEPS
• supporting documentation

sightings data
vessel data(sm passenger, recreational, fishing vessel,etc.)
shipping traffic (MSR, other)
technical papers (speed, tech approaches,dynamic 
mgt.,etc)

• economic analyses & risk assessment 
(WHOI & FMRI)

refined economics
dislocation costs
secondary or trickle down impacts 



NEXT STEPS – cont’d

• identify regulatory gaps
draft legislation to provide authority 
draft regulations

• develop enforcement strategy
resources - $ & people

CG & NOAA Fisheries & SBNMS?



NEXT STEPS – cont’d
• PARS, NEPA, Section 7s

Port Access Route Studies – Coast Guard
NEPA analysis – CG with NOAA?
Section 7 consultations – Navy, MARAD, Military Sealift, 
NOAA 

• IMO 
Draft IMO package – NOAA &CG
IMO timeline

• outreach & education 
pilots, agents, dispatchers,etc 
public 
recreational sector



GEORGIA Ports 
Authority-- Right 
Whale Coloring 
Book




